Icebreaker: What is one quality you think makes someone a great person to have in your life?

Title: In Every Season — ‘Singleness is a Gift' — 1 Corinthians 7
Group Discussions:

Read 1 Corinthians 7:7 — Singleness is a gift. How might our perspective change if we viewed
singleness as a gift and opportunity to pursue Jesus, grow as disciples, and live on mission?

Read 1 Corinthians 7:8-9 — Should one stay single, get married, or remarry? Discuss how we can
discern whether dating and marriage will help us become more devoted to the Lord’s calling or if it will
potentially distract us. What questions should we ask ourselves before pursuing such relationships?

Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 — Dating as Discernment for Marriage — In terms of pursuing Jesus as a
“couple,” discuss what we should be looking for beyond attraction and compatibility. How can we
discern whether someone genuinely belongs to Jesus rather than simply identifying as a believer?

Read Matthew 6:33 — Pursue Jesus first. How can pursuing Jesus first change the way we view
attraction, relationships, and the desire to find “the right person?” Discuss ways we can seek His
kingdom first rather than allowing the desire for a relationship to become our primary focus.

Read Proverbs 4:23 & 2 Timothy 2:22 — Pursue Holiness. Instead of asking, “How far is too far,” what
would it look like for us to intentionally pursue holiness and protect both our own holiness and the
holiness of the person we are dating?

Read John 15:12-13 — Pursue Friendship. How can intentionally developing a friendship help us
discover a person’s character, faith, and heart rather than allowing romantic attraction to become the
primary foundation of the relationship (e.g., prioritizing Phileo rather than a single focus on Eros)?

Read Proverbs 15:22 — Pursue Community. Discuss the significance of remaining connected to a
Jesus-centered community while dating. And how is this applicable to a married couple?

Spiritual Disciplines: Review our additional sermon resources on the Church Center app at:
Church Center / Home / Sermon Resources like: Single but in a Relationship with God

Rule for Life: Prayerfully (1) Surrender your dating relationship and intimacy to Jesus (Romans 12:1)
asking His will to be done, (2) Pursue holiness by establishing boundaries that honor Jesus and the
other person, (3) Give trusted, godly people permission to speak honestly into your relationship, and
(4) Understand that your identity and wholeness are found in Jesus rather than in another person.
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