Icebreaker: Who is someone you know that consistently demonstrates Christ-like love?

Title: In Every Season — ‘The Most Excellent Way’ - 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13
Group Discussions:

Read 1 Corinthians 12:31 — The Most Excellent Way — Understanding that in 1 Corinthians 12, Paul
taught the church how to work together in unity, discuss why he describes what follows in 1
Corinthians 13:1-13 as the “most excellent way.”

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 — Without love, it all amounts to nothing. Paul describes many wonderful
deeds a person can do but still says they amount to nothing without love. Discuss how someone can
do all the “right” things and still miss what matters most. Why is Biblical love essential for our actions
to have lasting value?

Read 1 Corinthians 13:13-14 & Colossians 3:14 — Disordered love quickly becomes distorted love.
Saint Augustine said, “Sin is the result of a life turned in on itself as opposed to living for God and
others.” How can a self-centered love and a self-focused life hinder us from furthering our mission
living as lifelong disciples of Jesus? Provide a brief example of what Jesus-centered love looks like.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 & James 1:19 — A life of love will always put us at odds with evil. Discuss
each of the ways love is described (i.e., patient, kind etc.) and share which of them stands out as the
most difficult to embody. Encourage one another by sharing practical ways you’ve learned to grow in
these areas. And discuss how a life of love will help claim victory in Jesus.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:7-8 & 1 John 4:10 — Love never dies! As followers of Jesus, what hope does
this truth give us? How can that hope shape the way we pursue becoming lifelong disciples of Jesus
and help others do the same?

Spiritual Disciplines: Review our additional sermon resources on the Church Center app at:
Church Center / Home / Sermon Resources like the Love Like Jesus video among other studies

Action Steps: (1) The Challenge: Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 as a prayer, adding your name to each
virtue and asking Jesus to help you become more like Him in each one, (2) Deny Yourself: Identify
one area where your comfort tends to take priority; this week, set yourself aside in that area and
choose to serve someone else, and (3) Love Never Dies! Spend time thanking Jesus for this promise
and then look for one opportunity to share that hope with someone who needs encouragement.
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